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Dear church family,
It is unfathomable how much life has changed in such a short time. It is
distressing and difficult to find a sense of security and peace when the future
is still so unknown. We are confronted with daily reports of human anguish,
unemployment, hunger, sickness, and death. As Christians, Christ’s Spirit and
example call us to stay attentive and responsive to the needs and suffering in
our human family and in God’s creation. We must not turn away because it
makes us feel uncomfortable, sad, or helpless. I look forward to having
discussions with you as to how, despite social distancing, we can offer our
tangible support and compassion.
Let us also be reminded, however, that our ultimate hope and strength
come from God. The Apostle Paul reminds us, "We know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us” (Romans 5). As
we continue to adapt and persevere through this unimaginable personal and
worldwide scenario, may we open ourselves to the very real power of the Holy
Spirit to strengthen our character and revive our hope. May each of us affirm
that though the way we approached church in the past is gone, we will be
renewed and we will discover new ways to serve, worship, study, and
celebrate our faith! There is an article on page 6 that addresses this issue and
offers ideas on how we might approach this “new normal.” I hope you will
read it and let me know what you think!
I will be sending out a brief survey in the next couple of weeks in order to
find out more about your concerns, hopes, and vision for our church. In the
meantime, I hope you enjoy this newsletter’s photo gallery! Though we are
deeply troubled by the suffering and death, let us also celebrate the joys and
everyday pleasures that our relationships and life still bring our way. This
newsletter features some of the photos you submitted. (Please send more!)
Thank you!
In appreciation for you all,
Rev. Claudia Schmitt

Nancy Conner turned 70! Sadly, she had
to celebrate her birthday in physical
isolation, but thankfully, she could still
celebrate with special treats and a zoom
party! She even got a pair of rainbow
walking shoes (above).
Meet the
grandchildren of
Constance Wise! Zeke
is wearing pants he
sewed himself (with
grandma’s help) and
Zippy is in the
background on the
trampoline.

Tyce and Zoe made a thank-you sign for service
providers and they had a Lego zoom challenge.

BEWARE

OF DOG!

Meet Billy Jean,
beloved dog of Sue
Schafer and Barb
Nash. Ahh, she looks
sweet to me!

Luckily, Sue
and Barb
traveled to
Vietnam
earlier in
the year.
Tee was
their guide
in Saigon.
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Bella and Conner
Anderson “at school.”
The Anderson family is
looking forward to planting
their budding garden.

A little bird built a
nest on their porch.
(photo by Mark)

Rosalie and Linda are
becoming coloring book
artists!

We were so sad to
learn that Dona
Harmon died from
the coronavirus.
This is a picture
from a Java and Jive.
Dona is reading a
poem.

Donilyn also had
happy birthday.
Becky Anderson

David Whitehead

Some people still had
to go into work.

Ivan and Florence
Rapp-Johnson.
Some special visits were canceled but at
least we still get to
3 Zoom!

Erika and Tom Kenney
celebrated their 22nd
wedding anniversary!
Can you believe their
original wedding
clothes still fit?

David and I stopped by to say hi to
Becky, Mark, Bella and Conner. It
was sure sad not to hug, but
wonderful to hang out!

Little Izzy is getting so big
and so very adorable. She
lives in Italy and she is the
great niece of Cynthia and
Karen Parkinson. They
zoom with Izzy and her
parents on Saturdays.

Bernie and Shirleen have Joha regular facetime with
Rachel. Bernie has also planted a garden! There is a
lot of growth already! Shirleen is adjusting to her
“new” stand up desk!
Grant is happy to have
an air track to practice
his tricks.
Claire and Grant are
learning to enjoy chess!
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Offerings
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Birthdays for May

$ 2,700.00
$ 3,906.30
$ 3,535.00
$32, 550.00*

Total - $42,691.00
* The church received a $30,000 dollar gift from
Norma Daly on behalf of Keith Daly. Please see the
communication we received from Curt Daly.
The church needs about $10,000 per month
to cover our operating expenses.

Need a chuckle? Here are
some funny one-liners,
some about our current
situation.
•

• You know that little voice in
your head that keeps you from
saying things you shouldn't? I
should probably get one of
those.

• So, technically, showing up at
the bank with a mask and
gloves is okay?
• Just once, I want a username
and password prompt to say,
"close enough."
• Remember when you wished
the weekend would last
forever? Are you happy now?!
• I feel like I’m sixteen again. Gas
is cheap, but I’m grounded.
Thank you to Warren Lawrence for
sending these.

2-May
3-May
3-May
5-May
8-May
15-May
20-May
21-May
26-May
29-May
30-May

Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday

Birthdays and
anniversaries for June
Rosalie Dorland
Nancy and Warren
Lawrence
Dave Whitehead
Shirleen Joha
Beth Brown
Lee and Leif Rains Thomas
Ethan Rains Thomas
Karen Burron

Don't wear headphones while
vacuuming. I just finished the
whole house and then realized
the vacuum wasn't even
plugged in.

• If you see a woman chugging
chocolate chips, right out of the
bag, in the baking aisle — I
would suggest that you leave
her alone.

Jeanne Gallagher
Amanda Earle
Gabrielle Sherry
Rachel Joha
Deana Carter
Leif Rains Thomas
Barb Nash
Fred Rollenhagen
Anne Cain
Carol Blair
Liam Stocking

8-Jun

Birthday

9-Jun
15-Jun
18-Jun
23-Jun
24-Jun
29-Jun
29-Jun

Anniversary
Birthday
Birthday
Birthday
Anniversary
Birthday
Birthday

The church received an extraordinarily generous gift this
month. Keith Daly, a devoted Christian and exemplary human
being, died on November 30, 2019. I received the following
communication from his son, Curt Daly. Curt reported that his
father wanted to leave the church a large gift.
Keith said, "The church has meant a lot to me over the years,
and I want to make a pretty big gift to express my thanks. I've
used money as a measure of my personal success, and money
has been a way for me to express my approval of different
causes.
"I've never been a fan of anonymous gifts. Maybe by example
I can inspire someone else to do one-better."
Curt said, “So, in accordance with his wishes I sent $30,000 to
the Financial Secretary, from Norma. Dad did not have any
particular use for the money in mind, so I believe it should go to
the General Fund.”
Thanks,

Curt Daly
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Finding Our New Normal
by Susan Beaumont
We are in a liminal season, stuck between an ending and a new beginning. The pathway forward is not
knowable. The way we “did church” even two months ago is done. We have literally been thrown out of our
buildings by a pandemic. We can reassure people (and ourselves) by pretending the disruption is temporary.
“We will resume all normal activity soon.” That reassurance is not helpful or truthful. No one knows what
normal looks like after sheltering in place. Likely, we will resume many familiar things, but congregational life
will not be the same. We are disoriented and confused. There is grief and loss.

Surrender: To surrender is to yield. We accept this moment as “just the place we need to be” to learn what is
most important now. To surrender does not mean giving up or giving in. It does not mean we languish or grow
lazy—quite the opposite. It means we lean into the disorientation and trust the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Striving, rather than surrender, was the mood of the first season of this crisis. Through our own hard work and
determination, we figured out how to put church online. We toiled to demonstrate our care for people when we
could not be physically present with them. We learned new ways to connect those in need. We’ve done good
industrious work. This next season requires adaptive learning—for leaders and followers alike. Learning
begins with surrender. I acknowledge that I don’t have answers.

Use the Disorientation: All innovation begins with disorientation. People must let the old status quo fail
before we can embrace innovation. We should acknowledge that the status quo failed us some time ago. We’ve
been falsely clinging to the old normal because there was too much pain in letting go. We cling to structures,
identities and relationships formed by our old experiences, although we know that those processes and practices
will not serve us adequately moving forward. It would be a mistake to shore up the old structures and practices
as things get “back to normal.” We need to take advantage of this moment to let old things die, to
experiment, to take risks and learn.

Practice Meaning-Making: Humans cannot live without meaning. The greater our sense of uncertainty, the
more desperately we grasp for a handhold, a shred of something that reminds us of who we are and where we
have been. Part of this work is theological in nature. People grapple with the deep questions of our faith. Where
is God when people are suffering? Why are we here? When has your church endured a moment reminiscent of
this one? What higher values did the church bring to that moment? What higher values does the church offer
now?

Define One Good Next Step: People need to know that they are pursuing something that matters now;
worthy work, a shared common cause, or a sense of rootedness to something enduring. This is especially
important when we can’t plan our next steps in one, three, and five-year increments. Who even knows what
tomorrow will bring in this environment?

Attend to the Yearning: Rational decision making assumes that human knowledge is enough to address the
challenges we face. Rational decisions can’t guide us through the deep disorientation we face now. Instead, we
need to pay attention to yearning. Yearning is the language of the human soul. When we listen to others at soul
level, we sense a collective longing that will guide us to the other side of chaos. Letting go of what once was,
we let ourselves be led by God who is drawing us forward and into our future. Discernment is the tool we use
to attend the yearning. It’s a wisdom way of knowing. We drop beneath rational decision making, directly into
the knowing planted in our souls. What is God calling us to do or become next? Our new normal is already
with us and it is also just beyond our reach. This is an exciting time to be the church if we are willing to stay in
the disorientation for the time it takes to discover our next chapter.
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Ways to worship:
We celebrate online worship every Sunday at 10:00.
You can join via Zoom or by audio on your phone.
We send a link and a phone number by email every
Saturday and again on Sunday morning. You can
connect to the service as early as 9:45. Our worship
services will be conducted online through May, and
likely longer. This link will work for every worship
Service: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/202624752
Meeting ID: 202624752

To Recharge: Rev. Schmitt conducts a virtual meditation
Session every Wednesday at 9:15 a.m. If you have questions
contact Claudia at wheatridgeucc@gmail.com or 303-246-0589.
This zoom link will work for every meditation session:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/541164565 Meeting ID: 541164565

To Connect: We gather online for a
“Fellowship and Happy Hour” every Friday at 4:30. This zoom link will
work for every fellowship/happy hour:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91150670023 Meeting ID: 91150670023
You can dial in to any of these meetings. Just put in the meeting ID
If you are using a landline, long-distance rates may apply.
1-253-215-8782 1-301-715-8592

TO

DONATE:

❖ Checks can be mailed to Deana Carter, our Financial Secretary,
at 2647 S. Wadsworth Way, Lakewood, CO 80237. This is preferable to
mailing your check to the church.

❖ Zelle is a service provided by some banks. The email address to use for Zelle payments to our church
is wheatridgeunited@outlook.com. To set up a Zelle account, log into your bank account on-line and look
for a “Zelle” tab, button, or search option.

❖ Tithe.ly is an application for smart phones and PC’s designed for making donations. You can
download this app on your phone or go to the church website, https://wheatridgeucc.org/. Matt
Brozovich, our web guy, has inserted a link on our web pages. Under “About Us,” go to the link called
“GIVE” — or use this link: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1401447
❖ From now through May we will be receiving the annual UCC “Strengthen the Church offering.” There is
drop-down menu on tithe.ly to donate (see point 3 above), or mail a check marked “for Strengthen the
Church” to Deana. To learn more, go to: https://www.ucc.org/stc
❖ We are now collecting donations to cover the cost of mowing the church lawn. The cost is $50 a week. You
can use any of the methods listed above to contribute. Just indicate that the donation is for the lawn.
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